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“Concert with the Poor” 2024 

5th Edition 

Featuring the extraordinary participation of 

Hans Zimmer and Cellist Tina Guo 

 

Saturday, December 7, 2024 – 5:30 PM 

Paul VI Audience Hall, Vatican City 

 

On December 7, 2024, the Paul VI Audience Hall will host the 5th edition 

of the “Concert with the Poor”, an event that seamlessly blends artistic 

beauty and solidarity. This year’s edition will feature the exceptional 

presence of Academy Award-winning composer Hans Zimmer, alongside 

composers Msgr. Marco Frisina and Dario Vero, and Grammy-nominated 

cellist Tina Guo. The event will be hosted by actress Serena Autieri, who 

will also perform as a soloist in two pieces by Maestro Frisina. 

Maestro Zimmer, renowned for some of the most iconic soundtracks in 

history—including “The Lion King,” “Gladiator,” “Pirates of the 

Caribbean,” “Interstellar,” and “Pearl Harbor”—will perform and 

introduce some of his greatest works. He will share the stage with Maestro 

Msgr. Frisina, who will present selections from his compositions for 

religious-themed films. The performances will be accompanied by the 

Nova Opera Orchestra, a group of 75 musicians from across Europe, and 

the 250-member Choir of the Diocese of Rome, celebrating its 40th 

anniversary this year. 

This year, the event will welcome 8,000 attendees, including 3,000 

indigent guests of all languages and faiths. These “honored guests” will 

be invited through the Dicastery for the Service of Charity – Apostolic 

Almoner, as well as various volunteer organizations that provide daily 



 

 2 

support to them. After the concert, they will receive takeaway meals and 

other forms of assistance. 

The day’s events will begin with a private audience with Pope Francis for 

the artists and partners of Nova Opera, which coordinates the concert. 

The involvement of the needy is made possible through the Dicastery for 

Charity and several organizations in the area, including Caritas of Rome, 

the Community of Sant’Egidio, the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, 

Circolo San Pietro, the Astalli Center for Refugees, ACLI of Rome, and the 

Giovanni XXIII Community. At the conclusion of the concert, hot takeaway 

meals will be provided for over 3,000 people. This year, the meals are 

being offered by Pamor, a company owned by the Amoruso family, and 

will be distributed by numerous volunteers. 

Founded in 2015 by Riccardo Rossi and Gualtiero Ventura and organized 

by Nova Opera under the artistic direction of Maestro Msgr. Marco 

Frisina, the “Concert with the Poor” has established itself as a unique 

artistic event over the years—a musical journey that celebrates beauty 

and charity through the universal language of art. The event is sponsored 

by the Governorate of Vatican City State, the Dicastery for the Service of 

Charity – Apostolic Almoner, the Dicastery for Culture and Education, and 

the Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music. 

Previous editions have featured some of the most prominent figures in 

the international music scene, including conductors Daniel Oren and 

Speranza Scappucci, and composers Ennio Morricone and Nicola Piovani, 

as well as prestigious collaborations with the Orchestra and Choir of the 

Rome Opera House, the Choir of the National Academy of Santa Cecilia, 

the Orchestra of the Verdi Theater in Salerno, the Italian Cinema 

Orchestra, and the Roma Sinfonietta Orchestra. 
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This year, under Nova Opera’s initiative, the “Concert with the Poor” 

expands its message, embracing the theme of caring for Creation and 

sustainability, with support from partners committed to ethical change. 

This synergy among Italian organizations dedicated to sustainability 

highlights how art, nature, and solidarity can intertwine into a single vision 

of hope and collective responsibility for the well-being of the Earth, our 

shared home. 

The non-profit Yourban2030 will donate two artworks by street artist 

Atoche, created with air-purifying, photocatalytic paints developed by 

Airlite. One piece—a portrait of Pope Francis surrounded by lush 

nature—will be gifted to His Holiness. A second, larger canvas (3x2 

meters) will welcome attendees in the foyer of the Paul VI Hall, as a further 

symbol of responsibility for the care of our “common home.” 

AzzeroCO2 and Nova Opera, through the “Ortofrutteto Solidale Diffuso” 

campaign, have launched the project “Music Bears Good Fruit,” which 

involves planting 150 olive trees at the Capodarco Agricultural 

Cooperative. This initiative combines themes of hospitality and solidarity 

with ongoing social inclusion and employment projects. The 

cooperative’s residents will also oversee the maintenance of the olive 

grove. For AzzeroCO2 and Nova Opera, sustainability is closely tied to 

social justice, reflecting the vision expressed in Pope Francis’s encyclical 

letter Fratelli Tutti, which calls for a united and inclusive humanity where 

“no one is left behind.” 

The “Concert with the Poor” will also serve an educational purpose, with 

8,000 plantable bookmarks distributed before the concert. Made from 

eco-friendly paper containing seeds that can grow into flowers, these 

bookmarks symbolize how small gestures can inspire new beginnings. 
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Additionally, a partnership with the “Mercatino dell’Usato” promotes 

reuse and combats fast fashion. This collaboration includes a clothing 

drive, and the organization will donate clothing to those in need during 

the evening. 

 

Official Website: www.concertoconipoveri.org 

Official Hashtags: #ConcertoConiPoveri #ConcertWiththePoor 

Facebook Page: @concertoconipoveri 

Instagram Page: @concertoconipoveri 

Press Office HF4: www.hf4.it 

Marta Volterra, Head Press Office – marta.volterra@hf4.it | +39 340 9690012 

Annarita Canalella – annarita.canalella@hf4.it | +39 335 749 5538 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


